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And I heard another voice from heaven, saying, Come out of her, my 
people, that ye be not partakers of her sins, and that ye receive not of 
her plagues —REVELATION 18: 4. 
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WHEN it came to pass that President Brigham Young departed from 
us, then there was another period when the presidency of the Church 
came upon the twelve. During this period it devolved upon President 
John Taylor, the President of the Twelve Apostles, and this continued 
for awhile. At that time it was so that a number of the brethren of the 
twelve were but young men, not of long experience, and we had to have 
a little time to get acquainted with each other, and we had to labor to 
accomplish the things that were required. During this time some enter- 
tained ideas of one kind, some of another. It was thought that some 
should be brought to the presidency who were not entitled to it, and we 
had to take a little time to learn and inquire into the mind of the Lord on 
these matters. By and by, when we had come to a proper state of feeling, 
to an entire unanimity, and when the Lord saw fit, he made it manifest 
unto the twelve that the first presidency should again be organized. 
Whereupon President John Taylor was called to be President of the 
Church, and Apostles George Q. Cannon and Joseph F. Smith were called 
to be his counselors. 

Now, I want to say to you that the only rule there is about constructing 
the first presidency is this: When the quorum of the Twelve Apostles 
are of one heart and of one mind, and they attain to that faith that the 
Lord will make manifest His will, then is the time when the presidency 
are appointed. There is no other precedent established, only to obtain 
the fellowship, the union and the faith of the council to prevail with the 
Lord to make manifest these things unto them. 
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So again, when President Taylor died we were left ina similar condition, 
and the twelve held the direction of affairs. By and by, when it came the 
proper time, when we felt the spirit of the Lord burning in all our hearts, 
when the word of the Lord came to President Woodruff, then another 
presidency was constructed. It was done by the same rule—all were 
agreed and united, and prevailed with the Lord to make manifest His 
will about it. 

My brethren and sisters, there are some truths greater than other truths. 
As the Lord said to Abraham, where you see one truth greater than an- 
other, then you may know there is another truth greater than that. The 
great truth that regulates us in all these matters is the truth of being 
united. The Lord has told us in the revelations that except we are one 
we are not His. That is a great, capital truth; and if you will carry it 
with you into your wards and into your stakes, as also into your families, 
you will find a great, capital blessing with it everywhere. 

When President Woodruff was taken from us, how were we? Why, we 
had nobody that wanted to go off to California, to Canada, to Mexico, or 
to the Sandwich Islands even, to set up a church of his own; but we were 
all here—the two counselors that remained and the Twelve Apostles, four- 
teen in all. When we were thus together, I want to say to you that under 
those circumstances and at that time there were no opposing, contending 
influences. There was nobody wanted to go away and set up a kingdom. 
But we were united. And I want to testify that a great measure of this 
blessing of unity, fellowship and love has come down upon us, and through 
us to the people, by the untiring zeal, energy and devotion of President 
Lorenzo Snow. While he was President of the Twelve Apostles he labored 
diligently unto this end; and I have never seen a time, nor have you ever 
seen a time, in this dispensation, when there was a more cordial, solid 
unanimity in the Presidency and Apostles of the Church than there is 
to-day. 

When we, as the Apostles, accepted the responsibility to preside, Presi- 
dent Cannon took his seat in the council of the twelve, where he occupied 
it before he left as a counselor to President Woodruff. President Joseph 
F. Smith did the same. The Twelve Apostles assumed the Presidency of 
the Church, although it was but fora short time—from September 2 to 
September 13. On the latter day we were together, and in contemplating 
the interests of the Church, temporal and eternal, we remembered the 
words of President Woodruff while he was with us, that he did not think 
the Church should be long without its full organization, and it began to 
burn in our hearts. Oue after another felt as if a First Presidency ought 
to be organized, if the word of the Lord were so; and directly the word of 
the Lord was given to us that the time had come to organize, and so we 
organized. President Lorenzo Snow and his counselors were presented, 
and accepted by the brethren in council, as the First Presidency of the 
Church. We were all united on it, our hearts were warm in it, the fire of 
the Lord burned in every bosom, and we could not keep still for the joy 
we had in this thing. 

Now, that is the only rule there is in regard to filling or keeping open 
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the vacancy of the First Presidency of the Church. It is when the breth- 
ren are united in the love and power of the Holy Priesthood. When the 
word of the Lord comes to us, it tells us what to do, when to do, and how 
todo. So that no one need feel that we have waited too short a time after 
President Woodruff’s departure to make it both decent and proper to fill 
the vacancy. When the Lord speaks, then is the time. When his mind 
is made manifest, we should honor and accept it, and carry it out to the 
uttermost. I rejoice in that the Lord is so ready to make manifest to us; 
that we did not have to wait two years and a half, nor a year and a half, 
for him to give it to us. 

President Woodruff was full of teaching concerning the last instructions 
of the Prophet Joseph to the Apostles, and the blessings he put upon 
them. Brother Woodruff was the last one of that distinguished council of 
the twelve which the Prophet Joseph administered to personally; not in 
the temple (it was before the temple was completed), but in a retired place 
where only a very few knew of it. It was necessary that they should have 
this blessing, so that if Joseph should be taken away it might be instituted 
and carried on in the temple when the temple was completed. Oh, blessed 
be the name of the Lord, for that he caused it to be brought about in this 
way! And blessed be his holy name, too, that he caused us to be roused 
up out of our homes and sent out into these mountains before that war of 
the rebellion came upon us. Oh, how we hated to go! But how true the 
Lord made his word to come out when he said: “My people shall be 
willing in the day of my power!” He knew how to make us willing, 
although it took mobs to come upon us and kill our brethren, the prophets. 

Brethren, this great work is upon us. The Lord has given us some 
singular features connected with it. One of them is this: He has said 
by the mouth of the angel that the hour of His judgment iscome. The 
Savior, in looking down into our time, as recorded in the 24th chapter of 
Matthew, told the brethren that in the last days not only should false 
prophets appear and try to lead away many, but he told them that in 
these times there should be wars and rumors of wars, and great distress 
among all nations; and so great should be the trouble and distress that it 
should be only a vexation to understand the report thereof. Now, then, 
what do we see? We have already lived to see wars in our day. They 
are @ necessary concomitant to this latter-day work. They cannot be 
avoided. They are necessary parts of the latter-day programme. Let me 
draw your minds a little to some of the circumstances, and see if it is not 
so. I look upon it as part of the great philosophy of the last days’ dis- 
pensation, that the wars of our times are just as necessary in the fulfilling 
of the word and the work of the Lord as are any others of His gracious 
promises made to us. It was necessary to have this liberal government 
that this Church might be established upon this land. He could not have 
done it in any of the monarchies of the old world. Why was it that there 
was a dissatisfied element called non-conformists? It was so with them, 
between the reformers and the Catholics, that they could not stay and be 
comfortable, and they had to go off to Holland, to get a retreat where 


they could survive, worship God and eritertain the faith they believed in, 
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Directly when Columbus had discovered this country and it came the 
proper time, these same nonconformists, afterwards called Puritans, came 
over to America as fast as they could—they who were not tied up to 
papacy nor to the Church of England, but who felt a desire for more 
liberty to worship God, came over here, and they became the thirteen 
little colonies away down on the Atlantic coast. What was the result of 
it? They had to have a war, declare their independence, and become a 
people to themselves before they could obtain that liberty to worship that 
was required before the Lord sent his revelations among them. War was 
actually necessary to bring step by step the liberty the human family has, 

We get along a little further, and the Prophet Joseph was among us. 
The Saints were driven from New York state to Kirtland, from Kirtland 
to Missouri, and then from city to city. The first mission of the Twelve 
Apostles was to New England. A few people received it. The leading 
men of the Church—the Prophet Josepb, and Hyrum, Brigham and Heber 
—were from the eastern states. But how was it in the south? When we 
sent our Elders into the southern states they persecuted them. Elders 
Wilford Woodruff, David W. Patten and Jedediah M. Grant succeeded in 
getting a few from those states; among the rest, Brother A. O. Smoot, 
late president of the Utah stake. But no considerable work was ever 
done in the southern states until after the war of the rebellion. That 
came and destroyed about a million souls, and that destruction produced 
liberty to the slaves. After that the Gospel could go, and it is having 
free course until there are many scores of our Elders there, and in some 
of these states our people have meeting houses, branches, societies and 
schools. The work is being established and taking root among the people. 
You see, the war was necessary to bring that about. Of course, we never 
could have got into the southern states if something had not happened to 
break off the bonds of the African, so that slavery might be abolished. 

So we may look all along the experience of the Latter-day Saints. Let 
me take you across into the old country. When I was over there in 1855, 
presiding in Europe, the work was going on in Great Britain, Scandina- 
via and Switzerland. A voice came over from Dresden and wanted to 
know what was this doctrine they heard of. We adopted measures to 
send it over to them. How did we do it? Here is Brother Maeser, 
known to all Israel, the first.fruits, 1 may say, of the German con- 
federacy. We went over there and in the dead hour of night baptized 
eight souls in the river Elbe. But they could not stay a great while 
before they were driven away. Brother Maeser, after a little, was put 
in charge of a policeman, who took him across the province and de 
livered him to another, and he was taken from one place to another 
until he came over to me at Liverpool. At those times we could do 
very little, almost nothing. Brothers Orson Spencer and Jacob Houtsz 
were appointed to go there and see if they could start a mission. They 
went, and on every application to preach in the confederacy they were 
given notice that they had so many hours to get out; so they had to leave. 
Again. Apostle Orson Pratt and Brother William W. Riter were sent over 


to Austria, to see if perhaps over there some better opportunity might be 
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found; but they labored without being able to establish a Church. The 
work did not seem to take hold, and they came back without accomplish- 
ing @ great deal in the way of establishing a church in that country. But 
latterly what has been the fact? Why, when that war arose between 
France and Germany, over Alsace and Lorraine, it had the effect of loosen- 
ing up the bonds. Quietly and gradually our brethren are now preaching 
the Gospel among that people, and the work of God is progressing, though 
sometimes the brethren are banished. Only a little while ago President 
Snow’s son was banished from a province. When they were banished 
they all did as the Savior said—being driven from one place, they fled to 
another. 

Thus the work of the Lord is going on. These wars have to occur to 
loosen up the bonds of the governments that are so tight and strong 
against religious liberty. I set it down as a fixed principle that these 
wars are going to be as necessary to the progress of liberty in this dis- 
pensation as are the labors of our Elders. We have got to accept these 
things. And if our sons have to go away in the wars, we must afm them 
with the power of God, with the power of faith; our prayers Inust go 
after them; and by and by these sons will rise up to be mighty men of 
Zion: when that time comes that men will say, “Let us not go up against 
Zion, for the inhabitants thereof are terrible.” They will go to other 
places, where the prey is easier to acquire. So, then, we need not be wor- 
ried. Mothers, do not be troubled about your sons who are away in the 
war. The Lord’s eyes are over them; the holy anointing is upon them. 
Most of them, perhaps all, have the Priesthood, and they will call upon 
the Lord, and he will deliver them, make them mighty, give them distinc- 
tion, and they will come as the sons of Brother Brigham have come—to 
places of prominence, and by and by they may have to lead the armies of 
Israel. These things are a part of the business. 

We want no cowards in our band, 
Who will our colors fly; 


We call for valiant-hearted men, 
Who’re not afraid to die. 


They that are not afraid to die are the ones that are likeliest to live. 
The Lord has said, “ He that loseth his life for my sake, shall find it,” even 
life everlasting. 

I rejoice in the great work of the Lord. [ know it is true. I found 
that out a long time ago. I only wish I could do more to further it and 
to help promote the cause. I strive to live my religion, and I feel thank- 
ful for the degree of confidence and love which you show to me from time 
to time, as well as to all of my brethren. I[ pray you, my dear brethren 
and sisters, be you strengthened in this conference by all the counsels you 
get. Let every man who is the head of a family realize that he wants to 
labor for the benefit of every soul the Lord has given him to come forth 
out of his loins, that he may be able to have by and by a righteous seed, a 
numerous seed in the earth, and partakers of those blessings that were 
sealed upon the fathers snciently, and have since been sealed upon us, 
their children. I pray the Lord to bless you, to bless us all with bealth 
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of body, strength of mind, and a spirit to prefer Zion and her interests 
above all things. In ancient times, when Zion’s interests were concen- 
trated on the hill of Jerusalem, David said: 

“If I forget thee, O Jerusalem, let my right hand forget her cunning. 

“If I do not remember thee, let my tongue cleave to the roof of my 
mouth, if I prefer not Jerusalem above my chief joy.” 

Let us, then, make it our study to love Zion above all things, and seek 
to live to bring her interests to pass, I pray the Lord to bless all the 
interests of Zion, and help us to live to honor Him, to love to do His will 
as long as He likes to have us tarry in the flesh, that when we go it may 
be well with us, as we believe it to be well with these our brethren who 
have gone before us. Amen.—Salt Lake Herald. 


THE REVELATION OF ELIJAH. 


In 1885 a French scholar published a Coptic text covering fourteen 
leaves of a papyrus manuscript from the library of the White Monastery, 
near Sohag, which he supposed to belong to The Revelation of Zephaniah. 
A few years later the Egyptian section of the Royal Museum, of Berlin, 
acquired eight leaves wore of the same manuscript. One of these leaves, 
probably the last, bears the subscription, The Revelation of Elyah. The 
whole twenty-two leaves have just been edited with a German translation 
by the Egyptologist Steindorff. He gives also in Coptic and German a 
Sahidic text covering seven leaves, most of which answers to part of the 
longer text. 

The earlier part (columns 11—18), which is regarded by Steindorff as 
distinct from the The Revelation of Elijah, bears considerable resemblance 
to the fragment of 7'he Revelation of Peter, which was found in the same 
part of Egypt. It describes the visit of some holy man whose name is 
unhappily missing to the abodes of the lost and the blessed. He sees 
among other things two great angels: the accuser who, of course, appears 
in a horrible form, and Eremiel, who has charge of the abyss and Amenti, 
or Hades. One of the leading ideas of this strange document is the re- 
cording of human deeds by angels. The angels of God record good deeds 
and the angels of the accuser record sins. The seer has an awful vision 
of a roll containing all the sins which he had committed from childhood. 
If he had neglected a sick person, or a widow, or an orphan the sin was 
entered on the roll. If he had not fasted, if he had not prayed at the 
time of prayer, the omissions were duly noted on the accuser’s roll. 

The second part, The Revelation of Hivjah, deals largely with the last 
things: the rule of Antichrist, the judgment, the end of the world and 
the millennial reign of Christ on the earth. Antichrist is called the 
shameless one, the lawless one, the son of lawlessness, the son of sin, the 
son of destruction. He is represented as young, of small stature, with thin 
legs, with a patch of white hair on his forehead, with eye-brows reaching 
to his ears, and with the scurf of leprosy on his hands. He can look old 
or young as he pleases, but he cannot get rid of the marks on his head, 
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He can work all sorts of miracles, but he cannot quicken a corpse. He 
has no power over life. He will be dénounced after many crimes by “the 
maiden whose name is Tabitha,” and will finally be slain by Enoch and 
Elijah. Christ will then descend from heaven, will burn the existing 
world, will create a new heaven and a new earth where there will be no’ 
devil, and will reign upon it for a thousand years. 

The latter part in its present form is distinctly Christian. A Christian 
of the ascetic type must have compiled it, or at least edited it. The exag- 
gerated encomium on fasting reminds us of monasticism. On the other 
hand, Jewish ideas such as the intercession of the patriarchs for the lost 
occur in both parts, especially the former. That there is a Jewish sub- 
stratum may be pronounced not improbable. 

Whether the document represents in any way the writing known to 
some of the fathers as 7'he Revelation of Hisjah cannot be decided at pres- 
ent. Schurer (writing in a review) is against the connection, Steindorff 
seems to be for it. It is certainly a singular circumstance that a remark- 
able passage, said to exist in that revelation, is nowhere met with in the 
Coptic papyri. Schurer thinks that the two fragments may be parts of 
one work, which, as we have it, is more recent than the time of Clement 
of Alexandria. In any case, the texts published by Steindorff are full of 
interest, and it can hardly be doubted that they preserve some ancient 
speculation on the hereafter and the future of the race.— Liverpool Post. 


UTAH ITEMS. 
Agents of the Rio Grande Western Railway company are at work trying to get options 


for a right of way through the land of the farmers between Provo and the mouth of Provo 
Canyon. 


Governor Wells is in receipt of a letter from Quartermaster-General Ludington of the 
war department, in which he states that the bodies of the Utah soldiers who lost their 
lives in Manila will be brought to Utah for interment. 


Elder Louis A. Warren of Price, Utah, died of pneumonia while engaged in missionary 
labors in Louisiana. Deceased was 28 years of age and has been in the missionary field 
since last June. He leaves a wife and child, a mother and brothers to mourn his loss. 


A letter received by Mrs. J. G. Weaver from her brother, Ole Ahlstrom, of Tropic, 
Utah, makes mention of a buried city that he discovered south of that place. Mr. 
Ahlstrom is a sheep man and while out with his herd ran acroes the ruins in an unfre- 
quented place. Mr. Ahlstrom brought many fine specimens of pottery and other trinkets 
from the ruins. 

There is in the Salt Lake County jail a very peculiar prisoner. His name is Joseph 
Shannon, and he weighs 200 pounds. While he eats as much as four ordinary men, he 
constantly declares he is starving, and dedlares he will sue the jailor for damages for at- 
tempting to starve him todeath. He also accuses the United States government of being 
responsible for his condition. 


Just in proportion as a man becomes good, divine, Christ-like, he passes 
out of the region of theorizing, system building, and hireling service, into 
the region of beneficent activities, it is divine to act well.—Mann. 
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THURSDAY, MARCH 16, 1899. 


UTILIZE LIFE’S OBSTRUCTIONS. 


Ir is often said that in order to appreciate the sweet it is necessary to 
taste the bitter. Whether this be true or not, there is one thing certain, 
that is that few, indeed, pass through the world without a goodly degree 
of bitterness mixed with what sweet may fall to their lot; and that it has 
its purposes in the economy of the Creator, there can be no doubt. All 
will agree that it is not the pampered sons and daughters of luxury and 
ease that accomplish the most for the world or that build up the noblest 
characters for themselves, but rather those who have been beset by diffi- 
culties and have become strong by the exercise of those powers necessary 
to overcoming them, while continual affluence and ease tend to engender 
effeminacy and uselessness. 

While all are striving to avoid the rougher walks of life with their 
troubles, perplexities, disappointments, mistakes and struggles, and deem 
them bad things to experience, many look back upon them as good things 
to have experienced, and will never tire of recounting them and making 
themselves the heroes of thrilling tales of unpleasant reminiscences. From 
this we could infer that good might accrue from having passed through 
difficulties. 

Whether such is the case will depend on the individual, and there is 
nothing like trials of a severe nature to test the man. A man does not 
know himself until he has passed through the furnace of trial and tempta- 
tion. 

The wise man will make the difficulties over which he stumbles stepping 
stones to scale the parapet of success, and he who encounters the most 
difficulties, if he has the wisdom to utilize them to the best advantage, rises 
to the greater height. It is the battlefield and the shipwreck that bring 
out in bold relief those qualities of manhood that distinguish the hero, 
without which his better qualities might have remained unknown even 
to himself. 

Such trying conditions often unmask the braggart, the hypocrite and 
the craven, and thus separate the gold from the dross. Real misfortune is 
not in the encountering of difficulties but in succumbing tothem. Troubles 
that would prove disastrous to one and crush him to the earth might tend 
to strengthen another and spur him on to greater endeavor. 

Success consists not in never failing, but in recovering from failure; not 
in never falling, but in rising from each fall; not in never making mis- 
takes, but in learning wisdom and humility from them; not in never 
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having sinned, but in having repented, and reformed; not in never having 
sorrow, but in being refined and purified by it; not in never having weak- 
nesses, but in rising above them in the strength of noble manhood. 

The trials of life make men flexible, that they will bend rather than 
break. They make them scan their own lives more carefully and compare 
them with others, and thus they are able to measure their powers more accu- 
rately and understand themselves better. The smooth things of life have 
but little effect on the character. It is water that cleanses, fire that puri- 
fies, friction that polishes. The memory of life’s difficulties tends to res- 
train the superfiuities of enthusiasm and ambition, modify the temper, 
soften the heart in sympathy for the suffering, fill it with charity for the 
failings of the erring, and to generally humanize and round out the char- 
acter. Although many of the experiences of life were bitter at the time, 
none but the coward or the unrepentant would be willing to have them 
erased from the pages of memory’s tablet; but the wise will cherish them 
as tools to dress and polish the stones for the erection of a temple more 
enduring, grand and beautiful than any built by human hands—the temple 
of a pure noble and exalted character. 

A. W. 


HOW WE SHALL PREACH. 


TasE primary object of preaching the Gospel is not to antagonize the 
world, it is not to encourage bitterness, strife or division, nor to create a 
distinctive creed or church for purposes of human glorification; but be- 
cause its exponents know as Paul did that “a dispensation of the Gospel 
has been committed unto me” (them) and “woe be unto me (them) if I 
(they) preach not the Gospel.” 

That the preaching of this Gospel may indirectly create contention is 
not to be considered any barrier to its presentation, or the teachings of 
the Savior would have likewise been annulled, for He evidently saw that 
one of the results of His teaching was to be “division,” for “from hence- 
forth there shall be five in one house divided, three against two, and two 
against three. The father shall be divided against the son, and the son 
against the father; the mother against the daughter, and the daughter 
against the mother,” etc.,and He declared that “a man’s foes shall be they 
of his own household.” Not that the Gospel is of a quarrelsome character 
or that this is its spirit, but the spirit of rebellion in the unregenerate 
soul abhors, fights against, contends with the Divine rule or order, univer- 
sally almost. 

The Savior who was full of light and prescience knew that He would 
array against Himself all the sectaries of Jewish religious life, yet He 
never sought the favor nor was He afraid of the frowns of Pharisees, 
Sadducees, Essenes or other off-shoots or devotees of the primal body. 
It was His mission to promulgate the truth, “whether men would hear 
or whether they would forbear.” 

Nor is it known that the Apostles ever sought to compromise on what 
they were assured was the truth; their call was to preach, and to do s0 
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without fear or favor. They had a good deal of the spirit of the old 
Prophet who said, “He that hath my word let him speak my word faith- 
fully, for what is the chaff to the wheat? saith the Lord.” 

The preaching of the Gospel in the Christian era (so-called) was not of 
the style that the world loved. It hated the Apostles and it hated the 
Christians, but we have not heard or read that they modified or concealed 
the truth, because it gave offence; they were positive and decided, and it 
was as presumptive as words could make it, when Paul said, “Though we 
or an angel from heaven, preach any other gospel unto you than that 
which we have preached, let him be accursed.” 

The man-fearing spirit was not a prominent feature of early Christian 
life, for preaching was “to the Jews a stumbling block and to the Greeks 
foolishness.” But this opposition, passive or otherwise, never allured the 
preacher from declaring in the ears of men “the whole counsel of God ;” 
they knew as Paul said, that the Gospel was, to “those who are saved, the 
power of God!” | 
_ Quite likely there were many in all positions and conditions of religious 
life in those days, who accepted offence because of the illiberality and lack 
of charity on the part of the Christian ministry, perhaps some as good as 
the man of Caesarea, or as “the young man” in the New Testament; both 
seemed to be beyond criticism from a moral and religious standpoint, and 
it might have seemed superfluous to a critic, to say of the former that he 
needed to “send men to Joppa for Peter to tell him what he ought to do;” 
and was it cruel to tell the latter, after he had declared “that he had 
kept all the commandments from his youth up,” that “he still lacked 
one thing”? 

The Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, said, “I am the Way, the Truth, and 
the Life,” and on another occasion He said, “No man cometh unto the 
Father but by me;” but no one in Christendom to-day claims that this 
was illiberal or untrue, however harsh and arbitrary it might have ap- 
peared then, and when [eter stood up and declared before the high priests 
and elders that there was “no other name under heaven, given among 
men whereby they must be saved,” although “filled with the Holy Ghost” 
at the time, it was no doubt considered illiberal, uncharitable and untrue. 

There was a very positive character about original Christianity. It had 
to be so, and it assuredly brooked no innovation in its early history; the 
Apostles were jealous for its purity, they “marked those that caused 
divisions.” Timothy was exhorted to “hold fast to the form of sound 
words ;” the Corinthians were also urged to “all speak the same thing,” 
and so stringent, so supremely anxious was one of the leaders for this 
absolute unity, that he wrote a general Epistle, and said, “Whosoever 
transgresseth and abideth not in the doctrine of Christ hath not God;” 
further, “If there come any unto you and bring not this doctrine receive 
him not into your home, neither bid him God speed.” 

All the words of warning, all of prophecy as to result, were instigated 
by the Spirit of Truth; no expediency, no false charity suppressed rebuke 
and censure of all manifestations of diverging practice and doctrine, and 
had it not been realized that “departure from the faith,” was possible for 
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a time, the anathemas of the prophets would surely have almost stricken 
terror into the hearts of the tried and true. 

Imagination however may enquire, after a modern retrospect, what 
would have been the feelings of those who were “ready to be offered 
up” if in the very citadel of the cross, or in any of the branches like 
Antioch, that vastness of Christian (?) variety had been exhibited as seen 
in modern times? Could Jerusalem, could the Apostles and Elders, could 
the believers and converts have seen the strange religious phenomena of 
to-day, and concluded that the Church of Christ and the Gospel of God, 
was a grand unyielding authoritative whole? 

Would they, or did they, dispute as to the need of faith in God or the 
authority of Christ? Is it a fact that there was contention and separ- 
ation then as to the mode of baptism? Did any claim that it was only a 
form, or a non-essential of the Christian faith? Was the example of 
Christ eschewed or his command to baptize ignored by His Apostles? 
Did any question its mode or purpose? Have you read of a convert ask- 
ing whether baptism would really wash away or remit his sins? Can you 
read of any baptized convert objecting to the ordinance of the laying on 
of hands, or was not the results thereof so tangible and real, that the 
soothsayers said, “Give us this power, that upon whom we lay our hands 
they may receive the Holy Ghost,” tempting the servants of Christ with 
money for this inestimable gift? Is it known that any of the Apostles or 
Elders told their converts that they could unite with any organization at 
their own pleasure, counting belief in and practice of these ordinances a 
matter of indifference or dependent upon personal choice? Nor can this 
be done in our day, and it is true charity to preach the Gospel and exact 
complete and undivided acquiescence and obedience thereto. 

Nor is this done for denominational purposes; the Church of Jesus 
Christ is not a denominational Church, it is not a sectarian Church, it is 
the Church of God and Christ, revealed and restored in our day, according 
to promise and prophecy of the ages long gone by. Nor is it even founded 
upon the New Testament; although it is a perfect fac sumsle in doctrine, 
ordinance, organization and Priesthood of the Church of Christ in ancient 
times, as the same New Testament will prove. 

This modern revealed Church is an offence the same as ite predecessor ; 
it is belied, persecuted or ignored, as was the first; its bitterest enemies 
and worst opponents have been the religionists of our time; the more 
reasonable sceptic admits its consistency and its harmony with the ancient 
Church, and every student, every enquirer realizes this strange fact, which 
remains unexplained on any hypothesis, save that of greater wisdom or 
revelation in or to the founder of the same. The first cannot be true; for 
Joseph Smith was a common place boy, and it isa greater miracle to think 
that he “evolved from his inner consciousness” this duplicate system of 
ordinance and organization, than to give credit to an inspirational influx 
for a divine purpose on the page of history in the economy of God. The 
people forming the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints take no 
personal credit for this, nor do its leaders or authorities; they simply bear 
testimony to its truth, and say to the world—the religious world—the 
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same assurance we have can be yours also, the same blessings we enjoy are 
for you, and in asserting that Divine wisdom hath manifested itself in 
this movement, they do no more than was implied in the aaietry and 
mission of the Christ and His associates and successors. 

Neither the Church nor the Elders are responsible for the inferences 
which religionists or other thinkers may draw from their testimony and 
literature. The latter may not evince the culture, or profundity of the 
schools, but the early advocates, the chosen Apostles of Jesus were not 
learned, their theology was not as profound and voluminous as was that 
of the Pharisees, or as is that of Christendom, but they had the simple 
truth, they could testify of Christ, they had proven that the Gospel was 
“the power of God unto salvation,” and if their logic was ever deemed to 
be faulty, their testimony was as staunch as the everlasting hills. 

There is no claim of superior learning, or wisdom among the Elders or 
the Church; there is no assumption of special righteousness; there is no 
disposition to contend with or to belittle those organizations and creeds 
which have been and are to-day precious to multitudes; there is no spirit 
of reproach ; their labor is a labor of unselfish love. They are not profes- 
sional ministers, but simply taken from the plough and the workshop, from 
the counter and the desk, to declare the glad tidings of great joy, and 
warn the nations by preaching the Gospel prior to the second coming of 
the Son of Man. N. 


CHARITY.—An anonymous correspondent from Newcastle, mails to us 
one pound sterling, as a token of sympathy for the sacrificing Saints of 
the Bristol Conference, and to help defray the extra expenses which per- 
secution involved. It is worthy of being chronicled in these days of 
ostentatious giving, that one true Samaritan can “do good by stealth,” 
the post mark being the only indication visible of the locality of the giver. 
May he receive a hundred fold reward. The gift is forwarded as desired. 


Goop Nrws.—We have pleasure in reporting quite a measure of improve- 
ment in the condition of Elder Edward in Glasgow, but we still ask the 
faith and prayers of the Saints for his complete recovery. President D. O. 
McKay feels very much encouraged. 

. A later letter says that Brother Edward has suffered a momentary 
relapse, but he will likely sail for home as announced elsewhere. 


THANKS.—We received with great satisfaction, a nice map of the United 
States with the U. P. R. R. prominently laid upon it and all eastern con- 
nections’ and divergencies, as well. The map is highly appreciated and 
the office at “42,” will have occasion to refer toit manyatime. For it 
Uncle Robert F. Neslen of the 20th ward, Salt Lake City, will often have 
our pleasant thought and ready thanks. 


PRESIDENT T. GILCHRIST writing says, that everything is looking well, 


and in a flourishing condition all over his Conference (Newcastle), con- 
verts are looked for in the near future as a result of the indefatigable 
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labors of the ministry under his charge, although the work is somewhat 
crippled for lack of Elders to meet the situation. 


WE desire to draw the attention of the Elders to an article in this issue 
from the Juventle Instructor entitled “Words Used in Ordination.” It is 
very timely and should be strictly observed. This subject was more fully 
treated in an article from the same source in No. 17 of the Stak for 1898. 


On Saturday next, President Platte D. Lyman expects to leave for an 
extended trip through the Scandinavian Mission. 


Iw our last issue the date named for the sailing of the Furnessia was 
March 23, it should have been the 25th. 


ARRIVALS.—The following nawed LKiders trom Zion arrived per Ameri- 
can Line s.s. Pennland, March 13, 1898: For the British Mission—Walter 
Cottrel, Orson Day and Christopher Holland, Kaysville; Ezra T. Lloyd 
and Isaac Elwell), Logan; James E. Taylor, Levan; Thomas A. Kerr, 
Wellsville; Geo. H. Toone, Croydon; Samuel M. Kershaw, Layton; Hyrum 
H. Hilton, Tropic. For the German Mission—H. M. Lau, Soda Springs, 
Idaho. For the Swiss Mission—Henry Teuscher, Geneva, Idaho. For 
the Scandinavian Mission—M. P. Nielson, Pocatella, Idaho; John Persson, 


RELEASES AND APPOINTMEN''8s.—LElder Hector A. McQuarrie of the Scot- 
tish Conference has been honorably released to return home, and will 
sail from Glasgow on the s.s. Ethiopia on the 6th of April. 

Elder Edward Pay has been released from laboring in the Leeds Confer- 
ence and appointed to labor in the London Conference. 

Elder 8. A. Greenwood has been released from laboring in the Sheffield 
Conference and appointed to labor in the Nottingham Conference. 

Elder John T. Edward of the Scottish Conference has been honorably 
released to return home on account of ill health. He will sail from Glas- 
gow on March 25, on the s.s. /urnessia. 

The following named missidnaries have been appointed to labor as 
Traveling Elders in the respective Conferences as follows: 

Geo. H. Toone and Christopher Holland, Newcastle; Walter Cottrel and 
’ Samuel M. Kershaw, Leeds; Thos. A. Kerr and Isaac Elwell, Scottish; 
E. F. Lloyd, Birmingham ; Jas. E. Taylor, Liverpool; Orson Day, London; 
Hyrum H. Hilton, Irish. 


address of the Conference has heen 
changed from 6 Freeman St., to 16 Middlesex St., Park Road, Barnsley, 


ABSTRACT OF CORRESPONDENCE. 


From President B. H. Roberts we are in receipt of a flattering letter. 
We are glad to receive encouragement in our labors and certainly appre- 
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ciate the good feelings of our associate brethren in the Gospel, and if there 
are regrets, it is that our modesty prevents the publication of sentiment 
so warm as received. Brother Roberts has good reason however for con- 
tinued interest in the British Mission, where be once filled so conspicuous 
and so thoroughly effective a part. Thanks! 


CounsELLOR JosepH E. Taytor of the Salt Lake Stake of Zion, writes a 
glorious letter, ftom which we cull, prefacing this however by saying that 
President Taylor’s son is now in the Sheffield Conference, Eng., and he will 
be glad to hear indirectly, that his parents are both well, and glad to hear 
of his faithfulness in the ministry. The extracts are as follows: 

“There is an endless variety of opinion everywhere in reference to the 
Roberts case, but I never felt less concerned about anything in wy life 
than I do in regard to this matter. If the Lord so wills it, I am willing 
that the next National Legislature should be captured by the clamor of 
the religious world of America, and thus place themselves upon record as 
adding another injustice to the people of Zion, and then keep on doing so 
(if they so determine) until the cup is filled to the brim. 

“T shall not attempt to conjecture what may come, but one thing is cer- 
tain, all that the arch enemy can do to prevent the coming of choice 
spirits to earth will be done; we can readily believe that a numerous host 
are anxiously waiting an opportunity to enter this probation, and what 
the heavens have decreed, must be done, no matter what the cost may be 
to the people of Zion, the nation, or the world at large, for ‘God moves 
in a mysterious way,’ etc. 

“The question was asked, ‘When the son of man comes, shall he find 
faith on the earth?’ We might ask, ‘Is it here now?’ [If it is, we are pre- 
pared to meet any issue, and that too in the strength of Israel’s God. Our 
experience in the past as well as the present demonstrates the truth of 
that saying made by Jesus, ‘He that is not with me is against me.’ 

“Now, all the pretended friendships that we have witnessed, the hob- 
nobbing, the arm and arm familiarity, the expressed wish to bury the past 
and fraternize in the future appears to be forgotten, and that bitter hate 
many times intensified, which led to the driving of the people, the con- 
fiscation of their property or such of it as was not destroyed by fire, the 
shedding of the blood of prophets and apostles, also the wholesale im- 
prisonments during the year 1884-1890, can now be seen in all its hideous- 
ness. But the key has been turned in God’s Holy Temple. The deadly 
sting of the serpent has been extracted and the poison of the venomous 
asp will fail to inflict injury upon its intended victims. But the intent is 
and will be recognized, and in the Lord’s own time a just judgment will be 
meted out to one and all. The worthy ones will stand in holy places un- 
moved and undisturbed when the Lord shall execute His vengeance on the 
wicked. 

“Politics and policy—as the world goes—is shorn of every thing that 
pertains to God or godliness, and yet how many are sacrificing at its 
shrine, are yielding to its pernicious influence and loosing their hold of 
the rod of iron? If there is any ove thing more than another outside of 
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personal criminality that seems to sap the foundation of true faith in any 
man it is this insane devotion to politics, and the scenes that are now 
being enacted cause the prudent to mourn, until an oft expressed desire 
is voiced that the days of the past and the influences that prevailed then, 
with its accompanying peace and harmony, were present with us to-day; 
and as I often think, I ask, how is it that many now seem to be totally in- 
capable of holding everything else secondary to God, His Gospel and 
Priesthood on the earth.” 


WORDS USED IN ORDINATION. 


A CORRESPONDENT asks for some forms giving the exact words that 
should be used in ordaining men to certain offices in the Priesthood. 

Our answer is, where the Lord has condescended to reveal the exact 
words to be used in the performance of any ordinance of the Church, 
these words should be used without change or deviation, but where the 
Lord has not done so it is improper, not to say impious, for men to trench 
upon the authority of the Holy Ghost and undertake to write or dictate 
forms when the Lord Himself has not thought it well sotodo. It is the 
privilege of every man who is called to officiate in the ordinances of the 
Church to enjoy a portion of the Spirit of the Lord. On that Spirit he 
should rely when called upon to administer as a servant of the Lord, and 
we look with great disfavor on the tendency shown by some to have seb 
forms prepared and used whenever there is an ordinance to be performed. 
We regard it as a dangerous departure from the Lord’s way, one that is 
likely to result in grievous errors. If a man holding the holy Priesthood 
is called upon to officiate in any of the duties of his calling he should be 
sure that he does that which he intends, and if the Lord has given no 
exact formula, let him trust to the Spirit of the Lord to fill his heart and 
inspire his tongue, and if he is doing his duty he will not go far wrong. 
Our Heavenly Father will not hold him a transgressor for a slip of the 
tongue or a verbal inaccuracy caused by nervousness or misapprehension ; 
on the other hand every officer should do his very best when ministering 
in the things of God; carelessness or slovenliness in the handling of holy 
things or the performance of sacred rites is very displeasing to Him in 
whose name we are officiating.—Juventle Instructor. 


POETRY. 
FROM A MISSIONARY’S DAUGHTER. 


When far away from friends your footsteps roam, 
From parents severed and from joys of home, 

Where, in strange lands, to strangers you declare 

The Gospel message you are sent to bear. 

Your thoughts, perhaps, will sometimes backward stray, 
To friends and places which are far away, 

In fancy there our voices you will hear, 

In fancy see the faces you hold dear. 


